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Those two words, perhaps 
more than any others, capture 
the essence of Arise’s work. 
Sweeping change – the realization 
of our vision for a state where 
everyone has a voice and a chance 
to get ahead – is our ultimate goal. 
Dogged persistence – the years 
and decades that our members 
selflessly devote to grassroots  
advocacy – is how we seek to 
make that goal a reality. 
 
Change and persistence were 
recurring themes in the last 
year. As Arise sought to beat 
back a series of threats to      
Medicaid and food assistance, an 
increasingly large share of our 
work was on federal issues. At the 
State House, years of tenacious 
advocacy led to a breakthrough 
win on public transportation.   
Internally, we said goodbye to our 
longtime executive director,   
Kimble Forrister, and welcomed a 
slew of new staffers. 
 
Amid change, your action and 
financial contributions were 
constants. Your advocacy helped 
defeat proposals that would have 
made life worse for everyday   
Alabamians. And you sustained 
our ongoing work to build a    
better Alabama for all. 
 

Fighting threats to 

struggling people 
 

“No bad idea ever truly dies,” 
an Arise staffer said recently. 
Many actions on Capitol Hill and 
in the Legislature in the last year 

have been unfortunate evidence 
of that. After another effort to 
erode the Affordable Care Act’s 
consumer protections failed in 
September, congressional leaders 
passed a $1.5 trillion tax cut that 
disproportionately benefited rich 
people and corporations, despite 
opposition from Arise members 
and most other Americans. 
 

Now, many in Congress want 
to pay for that tax cut with 
deep cuts to education, food 
assistance, Medicaid and other 
services that help families 
make ends meet. Arise has 
fought cuts to the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) for much of 2018, and 
we’ll continue that work until a 
new Farm Bill is enacted. Then 
we’ll continue, as we did this year, 
to oppose state-level plans to 
erect unnecessary SNAP barriers. 

Protecting health coverage is 
another effort requiring a two-
front fight. Alabama Medicaid 
seeks to impose a catch-22 “work 
requirement” that would strip 
coverage from thousands of    
parents living in deep poverty. 
Arise teamed with the Southern 
Poverty Law Center to drive more 
than 700 comments against the 
plan this spring. Even though 
more than 90 percent of public 
feedback was negative, the state 
made only minor changes and still 
plans to ask for federal approval. 
When the federal comment period 
begins, Arise members will stand 
tall to make the groundswell of 
public opposition apparent again. 
 

A more inclusive  

vision for the future 
 

It’s been a year of challenges – 
but also a year of successes. 
Your determined advocacy led to 
Alabama’s creation of a Public 
Transportation Trust Fund,     
setting the stage for future state   
investment. Your outcry against 
SNAP cuts helped shape the   
contours of the Farm Bill debate 
in the U.S. Senate. And your    
vehement opposition was the  
decisive factor in blocking a bill 
that would have enshrined a new 
tax break for private school     
tuition into state law this year. 
 
Every day, your voices are  
contributing to a movement for 
change. It’s a movement for  
public policies that help everyone, 
not just a well-to-do few. It’s a 
movement for a future with     
opportunity for all and poverty 
for none. It’s needed change – 
and with your help, Arise will be 
persistent in working for it. 
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  Change and persistence. 

 

Arise at a glance 
 

Arise Citizens’ Policy Project 
(ACPP), founded in 1994, is a 
nonprofit, nonpartisan coalition 
of congregations, organizations 
and individuals promoting public 
policies to improve the lives of 
low-income Alabamians. ACPP 
analyzes state policies,        
educates the public on poverty 
issues and equips members to  
advocate for a better Alabama. 
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Dear Arise supporter, 
 
After our budget year ends on June 
30, we stop to reflect on a year gone 
by. For me, June 30 ended a 27-year 
career at Arise (24 at ACPP), so I’m 
reflecting on our journey together. 
 
Most years, I start off optimistic 
and gradually have to adjust to the 
limits of our political landscape, 
which seems to tilt uphill. Not        
everybody is cut out for an uphill 
struggle. Thankfully, most of you have 
learned to pace yourselves. 
 
One of my mentors, organizer Kim 
Bobo, used to quote Mother Teresa: 
“We’re not called to be successful. 
We’re called to be faithful.” It’s a   
notion that echoes Isaiah, who was 
called to pursue justice – and was   
assured that no one would listen. 
Sound familiar, Alabama? 
 
Another mentor, Bread for the 
World founder Art Simon, admitted 
he wasn’t so sure that Mother Teresa’s 
dictum fit Bread’s advocacy. He was 
willing to settle for the middle ground 
between faithful and successful. It’s part 
of the bargain of entering a legislative 
landscape. We’re taking on entrenched 
policies that are hurting people, and 
they need real-world changes. Simon 
would urge us to deliver pragmatic 
results for “the least of these,” the  
people who bear the brunt of bad  
policies. “Success” in Alabama might 
mean “Arising” to the level of our 
neighboring states. 
 
Consider our advocacy on cash  
welfare. For more than a decade, that 
policy didn’t budge. In 1991, Arise 
members started calling lawmakers, 
and we won an increase that moved 
Alabama off the bottom of the list. In 
2003, the monthly benefit for a typical 

family on TANF finally reached $215, 
the Southeastern average. 
 
Hundreds of Arise members stayed 
faithful for the long years it took to 
bring income tax relief to the    
poorest Alabamians, to win vital  
protections for tenants, to prevent 
judges from overriding juries in death 
penalty cases. You stubbornly believe 
that one day Alabama will no longer 
tax groceries or allow payday lenders to 
trap people in a spiral of debt. 
 
Honestly, what’s most encouraging 
is the growing band of people who 
catch the Arise vision: more than 700 
folks who spoke up against punitive 
Medicaid work requirements, the 199 

people who packed the room for our 
Legislative Day this year, and the more 
than 1,200 members whose names fill 
the following pages. 
 

The fall elections will deliver a new 
Legislature and new possibilities. 
As Robyn Hyden takes the helm at 
Arise, we’re stronger than we’ve ever 
been. Let’s resolve to remember whose 
side we’re on, to give voice to our  
vision, and to pace ourselves for the 
uphill climb ahead. 
 

Yours in hope, 
 
 
 
Kimble Forrister 
Former Executive Director, 1994-2018 

A letter 
from   
Kimble 
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Arise’s organizing work 
 

As an Arise member, you       
understand that decisions made 
in the State House affect all of 
us. You support Arise because 
you believe that low-income      
Alabamians deserve a voice in 
developing the policies that affect 
their lives and livelihoods. Arise 
organizers work closely with       
low-income communities to help 
make their voices heard about  
unfair state policies and the      
attitudes that produce them. 
 

We strengthen our coalition by 
deepening member involvement. 
Your support allows us to host 
workshops, listening sessions and 
other meetings where the public 
can discuss poverty issues and 
consider policy solutions. Arise 
organizers held 84 meetings 
across Alabama this year. 
   

With your help, we continue to 
expand our online advocacy. It’s 
an effective way to help people 
learn about our issues, inform   
others and advocate for policy 
change. Our email and social   
media outreach builds on our        
in-person work and gets more folks 
involved in the democratic process. 
 

Arise’s policy analysis 
 

Policy analysis is an essential 
part of our work, and your     
support helps us keep it going. 
Our policy team analyzes current 

and proposed laws to assess their 
effects on low-income Alabamians. 
Arise produced 13 legislative    
updates, nine newsletters and 24 
fact sheets and issue briefs during 
our most recent budget year.  

Arise’s communications 
 

We provide timely, accessible 
policy information at our      
website, arisecitizens.org. There 
you’ll find all our fact sheets and 
other resources. You can get the 
latest news on poverty issues 
through our Daily News Digest and 
stay connected with Arise through 
our email alerts, Facebook (5,500+ 
followers) and Twitter (3,000+). We 
spread the word through traditional 
media, too. In 2017-18, we issued 
38 news releases and advisories,  
wrote five op-eds and appeared in 
more than 600 news stories to  
discuss how better policies can 
improve Alabamians’ lives. 



We can’t do it 
without you! Arise 
thanks the following 
individuals for their 
tax-deductible 
contributions 
received between 
July 1, 2017, and 
June 30, 2018: 

 
Kathleen Abalos 
Ellen Abell 
Pippa Abston 
Tom Adams 
Steven Adkison & 
  Elizabeth Wheat 
Laurel Akin 
Mark Aldridge 
Catherine Alexander 
Charles & Janet 
  Alexander 
Chet Alexander 
John Alexander 
Debbie Alford 
Greg Allen 
Richard Allen 
Rev. Diana Jordan 
  Allende 
Myron & Gloria 
  Allenstein 
Mary Beth Allison 
J.K. Anderegg 
William Anders 
Kent Andersen 
Nia Anderson 
Cathy Andreen 
Christina Andreen 
Cliff Andrews 
Connie Arnwine 
Sandra Arthur 
Beth Ashmore 
Carmen Austin 

Carl Backman & 
  Ann Busch 
Ntam & Bernice 
  Baharanyi 
Amelia Baldwin 
Norm Baldwin 
Stephanie Banks 
Christine Barber 
Stephen Barnes 
Teumbay Barnes 

Bob Barnett 
Michael Barnett & 
  Fergus Tuohy 
Brooke Battle 
Jere & Sara Beasley 
Noel Beck 
Joellyn Beckham & 
  Trinket Shaw 
John Bednarczyk 
Tamra Bell 
Benjamin & Helen 
  Benford 
Susan Benke 
Gerald Bennett 
Elna Jean Bentley 
Mary Bentley 
Michael & Ruth Bentley 
Logan Benton 
Howard Berger 

Richard Berliner 
Mark & Leigh Ann 
  Berte 
Dr. Neal & Anne Berte 
Charles Betts 
Kevin & Tonia Betts 
Luanne Biles 
Carol Binder 
Carole Birchfield 
Cynthia Bisbee 

Nina Mae Blackburn 
Anne & Bill 
  Blackerby, Jr. 
William & Kristin 
  Blackerby 
James & Mary Blacksher 
Florence Blair 
Sheila Blair 
Marie & William 
  Blakney 
Adalene Bledsoe 
Star Bloom 
Amanda Blum 
Brenda Boman 
Ed Boutwell 
Cathy Brechtelsbauer 
Henry & Barbara 
  Brewster 
Ed & Martha Bridges 

Jon & Judith Broadway 
Stan Brockway 
Sam Brooke & 
  Alicia D’Addario 
William Brooks 
Conner Bailey & 
  Lisa Brouilette 
Joey Brackner & 
  Eileen Knott 
Joel Brouwer 
Bill & Adelaide Brown 
Lynn Brown 
Della Bryant 
Kirsten Bryant 
Buck & Judy Buchanan 
Connie & Michael 
  Buchanan 
Ellen Buckner 
Caroline Bundy 
Sharon Barron Burke 
Mary & Barry Burkhart 
Janet & Mark Burns 
Loretta Burns 
Keith Burroughs 
Virginia Burroughs 
Gary & Dana Burton 
Arnold Bush 
William Bynum 
Kathy Byrd 
Mike & Gayle Byrne 
Barbara H. Caddell 
Hank Caddell 
June Calkins 
Aldrich & Lillian Callins 
Judith Campbell 
Judy Cantey 
Ann Carlton 
Malcolm Carmichael 
Jim Carnes & 
  Erin Kellen 
Jack Carney 
Doug Carpenter 
Susan & John Carroll 
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  Thank you, Arise contributors!   



Carol Carruth 
Catherine Case 
Yvette Cashio 
Jim Cauthen 
Sally Cauthen 
Mary Caver 
Amy Chauvin 
Alice Chenault 
Larry Childers 
Elaine Chow 
June & John 
  Christian 
Michael & Suzane 
  Churchman 
Helen Clark 
Oliver & Elaine 
  Clark 
William Clark 
Dale Clem 
Emily Clem 
Carl & Pat Clements 
John Cleverdon 
Stephanie Clifton 
Madelyn Coar 
Chief Justice (Ret.) 
  Sue Bell Cobb 
Anne Cody 
Carolyn Coker 
Joan Colburn 
Scott Cole 
Judy Collins & 
  Jim Allen 
Rosemary Collins 
Haley Colson 
Leslie Colvin 
Judith Comer 
Caroline Conley 
Dawn Conner 
Austin & Christopher 
  Cook 
Thomas Cook 
Lee Cooper 
Paula Copeland 

Susan Copeland 
Pat Cotton 
Barbara Craig 
Carolyn Crawford 
Saradell Crawford 
Malcolm & Ruth 
  Crocker 
John Croft 
Mary Ann Croft 
Martha Crosby 

Richard Crow 
Carla Crowder & 
  Bernard Troncale 
Joe & Patricia Crowley 
Jo Ann Cummings 
C. Alan “Zeke” 
  Cummings 
Bruce & Evonne 
  Cunningham 
LaTonya Cunningham 
Peggy & Don 
  Cunningham 
Guillermo Dacumos 
Michael Dalen 
Gabriele & Craig 
  Darch 
Carol Daron 
Edith Davis 
Rev. Emily R. Davis 
J. Mason Davis 

Sonny & Barbara 
  Dawsey 
Bill Dawson 
Caleb & Elizabeth 
  Dawson 
Kristen De LaFuente 
Joseph & Carol Dean 
Amanda Deason 
Terry Delker 
Jane DeLung 

Linda DeRocher 
Renee DeSpain 
Carmine & Susan 
  Di Biase 
Ilse Diasio 
John & Pat Dicas 
Belinda Dickinson 
Alice Dilbeck 
Wynne Dimock 
Charlie & Portia 
  Dischinger 
Betsy Dobbins 
Jo Dobbins 
John & Zippy Doll 
Philip & Kathleen 
  Dotts 
Lynn & Scott Douglas 
Marva Douglas 
Jim & Shelley 
  Douglass 

Lee & Maria Teresa 
  Dowdy 
Martha Downing 
Denise Downs 
Jim & Annette 
  Dudgeon 
Patricia Duffy 
John Dugger 
Tom & Doreen Duley 
Gary & Nancy 
  Dunavant 
Fr. Raymond A. 
  Dunmyer 
Dan & Brigid Dunne 
Mary Helen Dupree 
Larry Durham 
Billy & Helen Dykes 
Juliet Easlick 
Stan Easton 
Harriett Edwards 
Margaret Ehinger 
Charles Eick 
Dr. Diana Eidson 
Dana Ellis 
Marion Ellis 
Joe Elmore 
William Elrath & 
  Loretta James 
Walker Epps 
Kaydee Erdreich- 
  Breman 
Susanne & Robert 
  Esdale 
Debbie Esslinger 
Clara Ester 
Elaine Etheredge 
Gerald & Jane Eure 
Sharon Everhardt 
Betty Faircloth 
Thomas & Gail 
  Fanning 
Lori Feldman 

 

[Continued on Page 6] 
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Butch Ferrell 
Nancy Finley 
Susan Finley 
Gina Finnegan 
Marion Fintel 
Jeremy Fischer 
Deborah Fisher 
Anne & Alston Fitts 
Wayne & Dorothy 
  Flynt 
Brandon Folks 
John Foote 
Dirk Forrister & 
  Mimi Turnipseed 
Kimble Forrister & 
  Calli Patterson 
Martha & Tom Forsee 
Carolyn Foster 
William Foster 
Brandon Fountain 
Karen Freund 
Mike & Harriet 
  Friedman 
Edward & Catharine 
  Friend 
Jessica Frisco 
Frances Frizzell 
Elaine Fuller 
Arianne Gaetano 
Larry Gardella 
Peggy Gargis 
Marilyn & Phil Garrett 
Lanier Gartland 
Dorothy Gauthier 
Debra Y. George 
Larry Gerber 
Jack Geren 
J.C. German 
Bill & Betty Giardini 
Sheila Gilbert 
Patricia Giordano 
Cathy Givan 
Frances Givhan 

Diane Schirmacher 
  Glanzer 
David Glasgow 
Bob & Barbara Glaze 
Charles Gleaton 
Greg C. & Tammy 
  Glover 

Carolyn Gomillion & 
  Joel Sanders 
John & Marilyn Gordon 
Debra Gordon-Hellman 
Robert & Jean Graetz 
Sr. Marilyn Graf, RSM 
Anne & Carl Grafton 
Gerald & Judy Grainger 
Reita Grant 
Brent Gravatt 
Bill & Ann Gray 
Gwendolyn Gray 
Joyce Greathouse 
Ann Green 

Mark Greenberg 
Pat Greenup 
John Gregory 
Dorothy Grimes 
Paul E. Grisham 
Alan & Rebecca Grove 
Philip & Edah Grover 

Carol & Jim Gundlach 
Betty Gunn 
Tony Gunter 
Squire & Grace Gwin 
Ruth Gynther 
Anne Hails 
Dollie Hambrick 
Susan Pace Hamill 
Ellen Hamilton 
Fred Hammon 
Judith Hand 
Bill & Cleta Kay 
  Hanebuth 
Diane & Terry Hanson 

Beth Hardaway 
John Hardin 
Louise & Travis Hardin 
Bob & Betty Hare 
Eve Harman 
Mike Harper 
John & Lucy Harris 
Presdelane Harris 
Maura Hasenfuss 
Martha Hastings 
Robert Hastings 
Jack & Heidi Hataway 
Charlie & Janean Hayes 
Martha Hayes 
Virginia & Bill Hayes 
Dale & Alan Head 
Christine Heckemeyer 
Virginia Helton 
Bobbie & Aleta 
  Henderson 
Claudia Hendley 
Christopher Henley 
Michael Henshaw 
Curtis T. Henson 
Kurt & Kathleen 
  Hertrich 
Dick & Susan Hiatt 
Michael & Lisa 
  Higginbotham 
Susan Higgins 
Lawton & Nancy Higgs 
Carl Hill 
Heager Hill 
James Hill 
Jill Hill 
Lida Hill 
Madeleine Hill 
Nancy & Daniel Hill 
Robert H. Hill 
Holly Hilton 
Chrissie Hines & 
  Matthew Coughlin 
Jerry & Gerritt Hinnen 
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Laurel Hitchcock 
Pam Hitchcock 
Rosamond Hobart 
Charlotte Hobson 
Jo M. Hodges 
Sara Hodges 
Doug Hoffman 
Joanna Hoit 
Helen Holdefer 
Thomas Holmes 
Carol Honaker 
Susan Hood 
Shari Hoppin 
Holland Hopson 
Andy & Wanda 
  Hornsby 
John & Sarah Houser 
Cynthia Howard 
Jay Howell 
Sam Howell 
Gloria Hubbard 
Steve & Harriet 
  Hubbard 
Ann Hubbert 
Della Huber 
Phillip & Harriette 
  Huckaby 
Richard Huckaby 
Harriette Huggins 
Dorothy Dale Hughes 
Carolyn Hunter 
Elizabeth Hyde 
Herndon Inge 
Paul Irwin 
Bill & Cathy Ivey 
Pat Ivie & 
  Robert Varley 
Roberta Jackel & 
  Christopher Newland 
Jane Jackson 
Janice & Andy Jackson 
Nancy Jackson 
Stewart A. Jackson 

Kay Jacoby 
Frank & Jothany James 
Frannie James 
Matthew Jarrett 
Patsy Jeffcoat 
Phyllis Jeffery 
Chuck Jeffries 

Martha Joffrion 
Dena Johnson 
Nina Ford Johnson 
Rose Johnson 
Stan & Gracie Johnson 
Cyrus Johnston 
Mark & Maggie 
  Johnston 
Calvin Jones 
C.I. Jones 
Danny Jones 
Joseph & Frances 
  Jones 
Dr. Margaret Jones 

Mary Jones 
Rebecca Harbor Jones 
Zan Jones 
Jonnie Justice 
Willemijn Keizer 
Adam Keller 
Leland & Marty Keller 

Sr. Deborah Kennedy, 
  RSM 
Janet Kennedy 
Lewis Kennedy 
Anne Kerr 
M. Javed Khan 
Jim & Jan Kimble 
Wendy Kimbley 
Anne Kimzey 
Judith King 
Kathy King 
Kenneth Tyrone & 
  Diane King 
Yolanda King 

Annie Kirkland 
Twila Kirkland 
Ursula Kling 
Cookie Knott 
J.L. Knott 
Connie Kohler 
Brad Korb 
Wiebke Kuhn 
Annie Kynard- 
  Hackworth 
Jim & Faye Lacefield 
Robin Lambert 
Lynda Lamitie 
Jennifer Lancaster 
Ralph & April Lane 
Sandra Langston 
Joyce Lanning 
Barbara Larson 
Elliott & Tsai Ling 
  Lauderdale 
Kathy Lauderdale 
Sandra & Stanley 
  Lawler 
Norbert & Judith 
  Lechner 
Lowell & Linda 
  Ledbetter 
Larry Lee 
Marilyn Lee 
Jimmy Lester 
Peter Levins 
Allison Lewis 
Gary Orlando Lewis 
Maddy Lewis 
Rufus Lewis 
Terry & Helen Ley 
Betty Lichstein 
Ellie Lienau 
Jamie Ligon 
George & Betty Likis 
Jackie Limbaugh 
Benjamin Little 

 

[Continued on Page 8] 
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Margaret & Loyd Little 
Maurice & Marcella 
  Little 
Emily & Peter Livant 
Sarah Livant 
Elijah Lofgren 
Don Long 
Jack Long 
Robert Loshuertos 
John & Sandra Lott 
Cindy Lowry 
David & Carla Luck 
Samye Luquire 
Hartwell Lutz 
R.G. Lyons 
Wallace Lyons 
Fran MacDougall 
Robin Mackey 
Rob Maddux 
P.J. Magik 
Heather Mahoney 
Dean & Nelson Malden 
Thomas Manig 
Ron & Birdie Manning 
Suzanne Martin 
John & Patricia 
  Martinez 
Marjorie Masterson 
Kelvin Mastin 
Eleanora Mauritson 
David & Susan 
  McAlister 
E.J. McArthur 
Jennie McBride 
Mieke McBride 
Ferne McClintock 
Roger McCullough & 
  Bobby Cardwell 
Margie McDermott 
Meredith McDonough 
Rebecca McDowell 
Sarah McElroy 
Jacqueline McGee 

Toni McGriff 
Melissa McIntosh 
Mickey & Sue McInnish 
Russell McKee 
Nancy McKenna 
Marie McKinley 
Marvin & Beebe 
  McKinley 
Kathy McMullen 
Anna McNeal 

Virginia McPhearson & 
  William Pruett 
Julian & Leslie 
  McPhillips 
Sheila Mehta 
Larry Menefee & 
  Laurie Dill 
Molly Merkle 
Rebecca Merrill 
Karolyn Mersmann 
Anna Miller 
Timothy Miller 
Tobey Miller 
Claire Sams Milligan 
Trindi Mitchell 
Brad & Margie Moody 
Gary Moore 
Harry Moore 

Hiram B. Moore 
Mary Virginia Moore 
Vera Moore 
Laurence & Julia 
  Morgan 
Martha Morgan 
Nathan Morgan 
Ruth Morisette & 
  E. Henry Willett 
Linda Morris 

Julia Mortenson 
Tom Moss 
Cheryl Moyer 
Gary Mullen 
Thomas Mullen 
Sidney & J. Lynn 
  Murray 
Emily Myers 
Karen Myrick 
Melissa Nannini 
Sr. Kathy Navarra 
David Nelson 
Gina Nemirofsky 
John Neville 
Kara & Adam Newby 
Jason Newell 
Merlin Newton 
Bob Nicholson 

Claude & Kate Nielsen 
John & Ericka 
  Northrup 
Lori Northrup 
Julia Norton 
Sarah Norvilas 
Terry Nunnelly 
Mary Oakley 
Michael Oakley 
Billie O’Hara 
Karole & Harry Ohme 
Doug Oliver 
John & Melissa Oliver 
Sr. Mary Robert Oliver 
John Olsen 
Leslie O’Neil 
David & Marilyn Owens 
Denise Owens 
Caroline Page 
George & Alice Paris 
Linda Parker 
Linda Parks 
Mellie Parrish 
Dwyane Parsons 
Peter & Debra Parts 
Pamela Patterson 
Cheryl Patton 
Martha Jane Patton 
Valerie Peake 
Jack & Jill Pearson 
Katherine Pearson 
William Peeples 
Richard & Nancy 
  Penaskovic 
Debbie Pendleton 
Emily Pendleton 
Allen Perkins 
Mary Elizabeth & 
  Wade Perry 
Brian Petro-Roy 
Jerolyn Phillips 
Randolph & Betty 
  Pickell 
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John & Donna Pickens 
Mary Piland 
Loye Pine 
Paula Pointer 
Agnes Pollock 
Larry & Donna 
  Pollock 
Mary K. Polys 
Morgan & Peggy 
  Ponder 
Mac & Douglass 
  Porter 
Mary Porter 
Mary Lynn Porter 
Jackie Posey 
Hiram J. Powell 
Ruth Ann Powers 
Laurie Pratt-Johns 
Leslie Prim 
Judy Prince 
Michael Pruett 
Jan Pruitt 
Amanda Ptashkin 
Ria & Ed Pulles 
Mike & Mary Jim 
  Quillen 
Nathan Raby 
Joseph Raines 
John Rainey 
Cheryl Ransom 
Amelie Ratliff 
Marsha Raulerson 
Peggy Raynor 
Lisa Read 
Marcia Reichert 
Susan Reid-St. John 
Bob & Helen Renner 
Chris Retan 
Thomas Rigell 
Mary Riordan 
Helen Rivas 
Carol Roach 
Teresa Rodriguez 

Kimberly Rogers 
Dennis Romano 
Frank Romanowicz & 
  Bob Hill 
Alfred Rose 
Sara Rose & 
  Daryl Berquist 
Conrad & Janice Ross 
Joyce Rothschild 
Martha Rovira 

Ava Rozelle 
Isabel Rubio 
Henry & June Rumble 
James Rushton 
Francis & Margaret 
  Rushton 
Nancy Sales 
Jesse Salinas 
Nathan & Kendall 
  Salter 
Peggy Sand 
Chris Sanders 
Ed & Charlotte 
  Sanders 
Elaine Sanders 
Jennifer Sanders & 
  Phyllis Mark 
John & Pollie Sandy 

Barbara Saurer & 
  Brad White 
Alvin Sawyer 
John Saye 
Jimmy Scarborough 
Pat Schoen 
Miranda & Benjamin 
  Schrubbe 
Carol Schulz & 
  Bob Greene 

Kristin Sadie 
John Schweinsberg 
Kristina Scott 
Douglas & Celia Seay 
Bobby & Sandra Segall 
Ellen Seiler 
J. Wayne Sellers 
Allen & Sharon Sexton 
Beverly Shaffer 
Leigh Shaffer 
Sylvia Sheffield 
Chuck Sheketoff & 
  Naseem Rak 
Jack Shelton 
Anita Sherman 
Ruthie Sherrill 
Floyd Sherrod 
Dorothy Shippen 

Wanda Shoultes 
Anna Stout Shugart 
Christine Shumock 
Franklin Simmons 
Ed Simon 
Christopher Sims 
Homer Singleton 
Benny & Doris Sisk 
Catherine Skean 
Fr. William Skoneki 
Leonette Slay 
Brenda Smith 
Debbie Smith 
Dona Smith 
James Smith 
James Opp Smith 
Kay Smith 
Ken & Jane Smith 
Lester Smith 
Mark Smith 
Mark Smith 
Patricia Smith 
Sallie & Andrew Smith 
Suzie Smith 
Tara Smith 
Frances Snyder 
Gwen Snyder & 
  Phillip Strniste 
Freya Sonenstein 
Debbie & Chris Soniat 
Jeannine Spann 
Henrietta Speaks 
Jim Spearman 
Sherord Spence 
Robert Spencer 
Joyce Spielberger 
Camille Spratling 
Michelle St. Marie 
Jack Stanbery 
Lu Stand & James 
  Gravois 
Paula Stanton 
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Keith States 
Jim & Patricia Steelman 
David & Deborah 
  Stegall 
Alice Stephens 
Annabel Stephens 
Sally & Glenn 
  Stephenson 
Vanessa Stevens 
Beth Stewart 
Nancy Stewart & 
  Rod Kirschner 
Steve Stewart 
Micki Beth Stiller 
Judd & Libba Stinson 
Belle Stoddard 
Karen Stokes 
Marilyn Stokes 
David Stout 
Mary Alice Stout & 
  Ellen Spangler 
Bonnie & Ray Strait 
Catie Strickland 
Marsha Sturdevant 
C.A. Suhor 
Sam Sullins 
Marilyn Graf Sullivan 
William Sutherland 
Frances Sutton 
Ann Swanson 
Evelyn Tackett 
Paula Tally 
Carolyn Tamblyn 
Deborah & Howard 
  Taylor 
Eugenia & G.E. Taylor 
James Taylor 
James & Faye Taylor 
Jo Taylor 
Isabelle Thompson 
James Thompson 
Teresa Thorne 
 

Denyse Thornley- 
  Brown 
John Thornton 
Mills & Brenda 
  Thornton 
Patricia & Greg 
  Thornton 
Bobbie Thurlow 
Linda Tom 
Carol Toney 
Lawrence Toups 

Gordon & Anna 
  Trawick 
Jim Trumpower 
Harry Truslow & 
  Kathy Manning 
Diane C. Tucker 
James & Wendy Tucker 
Rick & Nancy Turpen 
David Underhill 
Chris Underwood 
Mamie Van Dyke 
Rhoda Vanderhart 
Elizabeth & Timothy 
  Vaughn 
Susan Vaughn 
Chuck Vedane 
Wayne E. Verry 
Teresa Vest 
Jim Vickrey 
James Vinson 
Thomas Vocino 

Virginia Volker 
Cameron Vowell 
Mary & Ray Wade 
Connie Wagnon 
Carol Walker 
Harriet Walker 
Stephanie Walker 
Ken & Phyllis Wallace 
Stephen Wallace 
Bill & Josie Walsh 
Charlotte Ward 

James Ward & 
  Leah Nelson 
Brad & Donna Ware 
Lew & Tess Ware 
Jeanne Weaver 
Penny & Kendal 
  Weaver 
Lea Ann Webb 
Mary Weidler 
Melissa Werner 
Garron West 
Erin Wheeler 
Gerald & Carol 
  Wheelock 
Cathy Whelton 
Charles White 
David & Christina 
  White 
Andrea Whitehead 
Danny Whitehead 
John Whitworth 

Janet Widell 
Alice Widgeon 
Lisa Wiggins 
Lorna Wiggins 
Corrie Wikoff 
Arthur & Barbara Wilke 
Elizabeth H. Wilkinson 
Edna Williams 
Jim & Beverly Williams 
Randall Williams & 
  Suzanne La Rosa 
Robert Williams 
Ronald Williams 
Penny Williamson 
Lynda Law Wilson 
Mary Wilson 
Tracy Wilson 
Ray & Freda Winegar 
Jim & Rita Winkates 
Emily Winslett 
Sue Winter 
Newell & Mary 
  Witherspoon 
Joan Witherspoon- 
  Norris & Sam Norris 
Barbara George Witt 
Heather Shiver Wock 
Carol & Ralph Womer 
Sara Wood 
William & Christina 
  Wood 
Lisa Woodard 
Woody & Carol 
  Woodcock 
Robert & Mary 
  Woodrow 
Fred & Brenda Woods 
Christopher Wooten & 
  Mariam Irwin 
Debra & Douglas 
  Wright 
Eleanor Wright 
Teri Wright 
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  Thank you, Arise contributors!   



Denise Yanaura 
Jessica York 
Amy & Travis Zimmer 
Dennis Zuelke 
Carole B. Zugazaga 

 
ACPP received gifts 
in 2017-18 in honor 
or in memory of the 
following people: 
 

In honor of Helen Austin: 
Carmen Austin 
 

In honor of Brenda 
  Boman: 
Julia Norton 
 

In memory of Mike 
  Carpick: 
Pat Vandermeer 
 

In honor of Kimble 
  Forrister: 
Jim & Shelley 
  Douglass 
George & Betty Likis 
Marian Loftin 
 

In honor of Bill Giardini, 
  Faye & Francis Walter, 
  & Jane & Burt 
  Williams: 
Freya & Loch Neely 
 

In honor of Carol 
  Gundlach: 
Howard Berger 
 
In honor of Ruth Gynther: 
David & Susan Housel 
 

In honor of Robyn Hyden: 
William Craft 

Katryna Gholston 
Sally Harris 
India Henson 
Jean & Pete Johnson 
Denyse Thornley- 
  Brown 
 

In honor of Carol & Jay 
  Johnson, Timothy Rooks 
  & Terra Mortensen: 
April Hall 
 

In honor of Anita 
  Sherman: 
Annette Reid 
 
In honor of Dr. Laurie 
  Weil & Dr. Tom Wool: 
Bob & Lynn Beshear 

 
 

ACPP thanks the     
following member 
groups for their      
2017-18 support: 
 

Birmingham 
  Progressive Christian 
  Alliance 
Consolata Missionary 
  Sisters 
Impact America 
Progressive Women of 
  Northeast Alabama 
Transit Citizens 
  Advisory Board 
Unitarian-Universalist 

  Church of Huntsville 
 
(Most member groups give to 
ACPP’s sister organization, 
Alabama Arise.) 

ACPP thanks these 
businesses for their 
2017-18 support: 
 

Beasley, Allen, Crow, 
  Methvin, Portis & 
  Miles, PC 
Kara Newby Pottery 
Kay Sasser Jacoby 
  Designs 
Papa G’s Place 
StoneSoupSchool.com 
TenYears 
 

ACPP thanks these 
foundations and       
groups for their  
2017-18 support: 
 

Center on Budget and 
  Policy Priorities 
Community Catalyst 
Community 
  Foundation of 
  Greater Birmingham 
Community 
  Foundation of 
  West Alabama 
El Dorado Community 
  Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
Gratitude Foundation 
Marguerite Casey 
  Foundation 
Mary Reynolds 
  Babcock Foundation 
New Venture Fund 
Robert Wood Johnson 
  Foundation 
Pointer Family Fund 
Stephens Foundation 
The Women’s Fund of 
  Greater Birmingham 
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We appreciate your 2017-18 support! 

 

You are Arise! Connect with 
us online for the latest     
updates on the advocacy,  
research and organizing 
that you make possible: 
 

Website: arisecitizens.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/
AlabamaArise 
Twitter: @AlabamaArise 
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ACPP financial report 
 

Fiscal Year ended 6/30/2018                                                         

ACPP Board of Directors, 
FY 2017-18 
 

Cindy Lowry, President 
   Alabama Rivers Alliance 
 

William Blackerby, Vice President 
   Board member at large, Birmingham 
 

Sara Wood, Secretary 
   Board member at large, Montgomery 
 

Carmen Austin, Treasurer 
   Mary’s House, Birmingham 
 

Norman Baldwin 
   Grace Presbyterian Church, Tuscaloosa 
 

Carolyn Foster 
   Board member at large, Birmingham 
 

Sr. Marilyn Graf 
   Sisters of Mercy of Alabama 
 

Dollie Hambrick 
   Board member at large, Montgomery 
 

Roger McCullough 
   Board member at large, Columbiana 
 

Gary Moore 
   Board member at large, Fairhope 
 

Vera Moore 
 Women As Strength Program (WASP), 
 Birmingham 

 

Alice Paris 
   Board member at large, Tuskegee 
 

Dianne Steele 
   Bay Area Women Coalition, Mobile 
 

Nancy Francisco Stewart 
   Board member at large, Anniston 
 

Jim Trumpower 
 Church of the Reconciler, Birmingham 

 

Ana Valeriano 
 Hispanic Interest Coalition of Alabama 

 

Kathy Vincent 
 Board member at large, Montgomery 

 

Chris Wooten 
 Monte Sano United Methodist Church, 
 Huntsville 

ACPP staff, FY 2017-18 
 

Kimble Forrister, Executive director 
 

Presdelane Harris, Organizing director 
 

Stan Johnson, Contract organizer 
 

Mike Nicholson, Organizer 
 

Debbie Smith, Organizer 
 

David Stout, Special projects organizer 
 

Jim Carnes, Policy director 
 

Carol Gundlach, Policy analyst 
 

Dev Wakeley, Policy analyst 
 

Chris Sanders, Communications director 
 
 

Matt Okarmus, Communications associate 
 

Brenda Boman, Development director 
 

Wendy Tucker, Bookkeeper 
 

Juliette Thornton, Office assistant 
 

Ron Gilbert, Daily News Digest manager 

 

  P.O. Box 1188 
  Montgomery, AL 36101 
  400 South Union St. #340 
  Montgomery, AL 36104 
  (800) 832-9060 

  Website: arisecitizens.org 
  Facebook: Alabama Arise 
  Twitter: @AlabamaArise 

Carryover from FY 2017 

 
REVENUE 
Dues of member groups* 
 

Individual contributions 
 

Grants and contracts 
 

Sponsorships 
 

Alabama foundations 
 

Other income 
 

  Total revenue 

 
EXPENSES 
Personnel 
 

Office expenses 
 

Travel/meeting expenses 
 

Contract expenses 
 

  Total expenses 

 
Carryover to FY 2019 

$320,667 

 
 

$529 
 

193,946 
 

602,500 
 

3,115 
 

41,000 
 

13,413 
 

$854,503 

 
 

$478,230 
 

114,686 
 

36,580 
 

121,758 
 

$751,254 

 
$423,916 

When I shared a report at a recent 
staff meeting, a colleague noted 
with some astonishment, “You 
mean member giving has more 
than doubled in just three years?” 
Of course, that is an amazing    
increase in an exceptionally short 
period of time for Arise! 
 

The big jump came in budget years 
2016 and 2017. The question for 
2018 was, “Will these numbers 
hold up, or were those increases a 
mere anomaly?” More importantly, 
we wondered if we could depend 
on member giving to provide the 
solid foundation of support needed 
to sustain our work. 
 

Thanks to you, the answer was a 
resounding “Yes!” Member giving 
in 2018 not only reached last year’s 
record level, but exceeded it by      
7 percent. Your generous gifts 
helped us receive additional funds 
to support research and organizing 
on poverty issues. In November, 
you helped us reach $50,000 in 
member giving to match a $50,000 
pledge. And in June, you helped us 
raise more than $20,000 that we 
leveraged to match a $50,000 Ford 
Foundation grant. Those months 
alone brought in a fourth of the 
amount budgeted for the year. 
 

Your steady support helped us 
achieve a new level of member 
giving, the most flexible revenue in 
our budget. We’re also grateful for 
the support of local and national 
foundations who recognize that 
state-level policy decisions have a 
huge impact on the lives of low-
income Alabamians, and who view 
our work to improve these policies 
as a worthwhile investment. 
 

With appreciation and hope, 
 

Brenda Boman 

Development Director 

A note 
from 
Brenda 

* Most member groups give to Alabama Arise, not ACPP. 


