
 

By Chris Sanders, communications director 
 
“Pass budgets and go home.” That’s the 
spirit in the air as Alabama legislators look 
to make quick work of the 2018 session. 
Even so, we still see some opportunities. 
 
This year may bring a breakthrough on 
public transportation. The Senate already 
has passed a bill to create a state Public 
Transportation Trust Fund. (See Page 6.) 
We’ll also keep building momentum to 
reform payday lending and reduce the   
burden of criminal justice debt on families. 
(See enclosed fact sheet.) For the latest news on 
our issues throughout the session, follow 
us on Facebook and Twitter and visit   
arisecitizens.org to sign up for action alerts 
and the Arise Daily News Digest. 
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Public transit bill already passed in Senate 

Legislature begins fast session 

Report 
 

Arise Legislative Day 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 6 
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

State House Room 200 
Montgomery 

Pre-register at arisecitizens.org. 

Feb. 12, Fairhope – Baldwin  
County Arise meeting, Fairhope 
Friends Meeting House, 6 p.m. 
 

Feb. 20, Mobile – Mobile County 
Arise meeting, Dauphin Way United 
Methodist Church, 6 p.m. 

By Brenda Boman,    
development director 
 

Here’s another great 
way to support Arise’s 
work: If you’re at least 
70 ½ years old and 

drawing income from a traditional 
IRA or another qualifying account, 
up to $100,000 of your 2018       
Required Minimum Distribution will 
be tax-free if you give it to charity 
through a Qualified Charitable    
Distribution (QCD). That applies 
whether you itemize or take the 
standard deduction. 
 

The check must be payable directly 

to the charity (but you can have it 

sent to you and mail it yourself). If 

you’d like to make a 2018 donation 

to Arise through a QCD, make the 

check payable to Arise Citizens’  

Policy Project. You’ll also need our 

Employer Identification Number 

(EIN), which is 63-1186365. 

We’re thrilled to see so many new   
faces around the Arise office lately! 
Amy Dennis, Brittany Humphrey and 
Morgan Rhodes are working with Arise as 
our interns for the spring 2018 semester. 
They’re helping us monitor the Legislature 
and providing assistance with our analysis, 

outreach and public education efforts. 
Brittany and Morgan also interned with us 
last fall, as did Samantha Pullen (a 2017 
graduate of the University of Montevallo) 
and Tanisha Stevenson (a 2017 graduate 
of Troy University Montgomery). 

[Turn to Page 2] 

 

The staff corner 

Say hi to our spring interns! 

Amy Dennis 

 

Upcoming events 

A few bills to watch: 
 

Death penalty reform: HB 233 and        
SB 103 would impose a three-year        
moratorium on executions. 
 

Grocery tax: HB 238 would end the state 
sales tax on groceries. 
 

Housing Trust Fund revenue: HB 273 
would fund the state HTF. 
 

Payday/title lending reform: SB 138 
would increase the term of all payday loans 
in Alabama to 30 days. 
 

Public transportation: HB 10 and SB 85 
would create a state Public Transportation 
Trust Fund. 
 

Visit arisecitizens.org and click “Current bills of 
interest” for updates on these bills and many others. 

Brittany Humphrey Morgan Rhodes 
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By Jim Carnes, policy director 
 

The parents of more than 85,000    
Alabama children with ALL Kids   
coverage finally received some   
overdue good news on Jan. 22: Their 
kids aren’t about to lose health         
insurance. Congress’ agreement to   
renew funding for the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) for six years 
will allow ALL Kids to avoid an       
enrollment freeze and keep providing 
life-saving coverage for Alabama     
children. Nationwide, the renewal will 
protect coverage for nearly 9 million 
children whose low- and middle-income 
families don’t qualify for Medicaid. 
 
The renewal will save Alabama tens 
of millions of dollars. Under the    
Affordable Care Act (ACA), states have 
been receiving an enhanced federal 
match for their CHIPs, which in      
Alabama amounted to full federal  
funding. In addition to ALL Kids, 
CHIP pays for Medicaid for 87,000 kids 
in Alabama. Medicaid coverage for 
qualifying children can’t legally be    
terminated, so the state would have had 
to pay more to cover them. Alabama 
will continue to receive full federal 
CHIP funding through 2018 and 2019 
under the latest renewal. 
 

Families across Alabama deserve to 
breathe a sigh of relief, but it never 
should have come to this. CHIP 
funding was never controversial, and it 

deserved a quick, straightforward     
renewal before it expired nearly four 
months ago. Delaying the renewal and 
tying it to other important issues was 
unnecessary and irresponsible. 
 

An untold story is the stress that 
Congress’ inaction placed on       
millions of parents across the country 
who lost the certainty that their children 
would be able to get the health care 
they needed. Instead of protecting   
children’s health coverage, leaders in 
Congress spent month after month  
trying to undermine the ACA. Then 
they spent November and December 
focused on passing a tax bill that      
disproportionately benefits rich people 
and large corporations. 
 

CHIP, known as ALL Kids in      
Alabama, is a proven success story. 
ALL Kids was the first CHIP plan in 
the country to win federal approval in 
the late 1990s. Since then, it has played 
a big part in cutting the uninsured rate 
for Alabama children from 20 percent 
to just 2.4 percent. Other states have 
seen similar improvements. 
 

Letting CHIP funding expire and 
remain in doubt for months was an 
attack on families. Congress should 
make sure this sad chapter can’t be  
repeated. It’s time to fund CHIP      
permanently and guarantee that all   
children can receive the health care they 
need to grow and thrive. 

By Kimble Forrister, 
executive director 
 

Our landscape has been changing. 
Since Congress passed the tax bill, 
we’re starting to see ripple effects in 
state and federal budget debates. 
Doug Jones was elected U.S. senator, 
and we hope to influence how he 
thinks about the safety net. Jones is a 
big CHIP supporter, and its six-year 
extension gives Alabama budget   
writers a sigh of relief. It will be easier 
to balance the General Fund budget – 
but we would hasten to add that the 
GF still suffers because its tax sources 
are chronically inadequate. 
 

We need to play defense in both 
Congress and the Legislature. After 
the huge federal tax cuts for rich   
people, we expect new attempts to cut 
eligibility for safety net programs, to 
impose new work requirements and 
even to change SNAP and other    
programs into block grants. Some 
legislators are arguing that people 
should be forced to work for sparse 
benefits. If the maximum cash welfare 
benefit for a mom with two kids is less 
than $50 a week, should she really 
have a work requirement? If that mom 
will lose Medicaid by working more 
than 10 hours a week, why should she 
be forced to work 20? Sen. Arthur Orr 
says she can get a Marketplace health 
plan (but she would have to find a job 
with wages above the poverty line) 
and find subsidized child care (but 
thousands are on the waiting list). 
 

Most of today’s lawmakers weren’t 
around for our 1996 welfare reform 
messages: To move off welfare,   
people need jobs, transportation and 
child care. As our member churches 
said, “We need jobs for those who can 
work and mercy for those who can’t.” 
Some of the hardest-working people 
are paid the least. Good policies can 
help them make ends meet. 
 

Yours in peace and hope, 

 A few words  
 from Kimble 

 
Amy Dennis is from Montgomery. She 
is a senior at the University of        
Montevallo, where she is pursuing a 
bachelor’s degree in social work. After 
graduation, Amy hopes to continue her 
education by obtaining a master’s     
degree in social work. 
 
Brittany Humphrey is an Auburn  
resident and a Kentucky native. She is a 

graduate of Florida International     
University and a master’s of social work 
student at Arizona State University. 
Brittany is interested in encouraging 
policy that is culturally competent and 
empowering to vulnerable populations. 
 
Morgan Rhodes is a Tennessee native 
who has lived in Alabama for almost six 
years. She is a Samford University  
graduate and is pursuing a master’s  
degree in social work at Samford’s   
College of Health Sciences. 

Welcome, interns! 

[Continued from Page 1] 

Coverage protected for 170K+ Alabama children 

CHIP renewed: Good news for kids! 
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Arise Citizens’ Policy Project thanks the  
following donors for their contributions received 
between Dec. 1 and Dec. 31, 2017: 
 

Ellen Abell, Auburn  
Pippa Abston, Huntsville  
Tom Adams, Greenbelt, Md. 
Charles & Janet Alexander, Pell City  
Rev. Diana Jordan Allende, Opelika  
Mary Beth Allison, Mobile  
J.K. Anderegg, Birmingham  
Kent Andersen, Birmingham  
Christina Andreen, Birmingham  
Cliff Andrews, Piedmont  
Connie Arnwine, Bessemer  
Sandra Arthur, Daphne  
Carmen Austin, Hoover  
Stephanie Banks, Homewood  
Stephen Barnes, Opelika  
Teumbay Barnes, Prattville  
Bob Barnett, Cropwell  
Michael Barnett & Fergus Tuohy, 
   Birmingham  
Brooke Battle, Birmingham  
Jere & Sara Beasley, Montgomery  
Joellyn Beckham & Trinket Shaw, 
   Birmingham  
Susan Benke, Tuscaloosa  
Logan Benton, Cleveland  
Howard Berger, Pleasanton, Texas 
Mark & Leigh Ann Berte, Mobile  
Charles Betts, Decatur  
Carol Binder, Birmingham  
Nina Mae Blackburn, Hillsboro  
William Blackerby, Birmingham  
James & Mary Blacksher, Birmingham  
Florence Blair, Birmingham  
Adalene Bledsoe, Huntsville  
Brenda Boman, Notasulga  
Henry & Barbara Brewster, Mobile  
Ed & Martha Bridges, Montgomery  
Stan Brockway, Huntsville  
Sam Brooke & Alicia D’Addario, 
   Montgomery  
William Brooks, Huntsville  
Joel Brouwer, Tuscaloosa  
Kirsten Bryant, Vestavia Hills  
Ellen Buckner, Birmingham  
Caroline Bundy, Birmingham  
Janet & Mark Burns, Auburn  
Virginia Burroughs, Gurley  
Arnold Bush, Birmingham  
Kathy Byrd, Tuscaloosa  
Mike & Gayle Byrne, Birmingham  
Hank Caddell, Mobile  
Judith Campbell, Montgomery  
Ann Carlton, Montgomery  
Jim Carnes & Erin Kellen, Montgomery  
Jack Carney, Birmingham  

Susan & John Carroll, Birmingham  
Carol Carruth, Auburn  
Catherine Case, Athens, Ga. 
Jim Cauthen, Hoover  
Sally Cauthen, Duxbury, Mass. 
Alice Chenault, Huntsville  
Larry Childers, Montgomery  
Elaine Chow 
June & John Christian, Dothan  
Helen Clark, Orange Beach  
John Cleverdon, Point Clear  
Anne Cody, Anniston  
Carolyn Coker, Auburn  
Joan Colburn, Auburn  
Haley Colson, Birmingham  
Caroline Conley, Seattle, Wash. 
Dawn Conner, Homewood  
Austin & Christopher Cook, Huntsville  
Paula Copeland, Birmingham  
Carolyn Crawford, Birmingham 
Saradell Crawford, San Antonio, Texas 
Malcolm & Ruth Crocker, Auburn  
John Croft, Daphne  
Richard Crow, Tuscaloosa  
Joe & Patricia Crowley, Montgomery  
Jo Ann Cummings, Decatur  
Michael Dalen, Hampton Cove  
Gabriele & Craig Darch, Auburn  
Rev. Emily R. Davis, Talladega  
Bill Dawson, Birmingham  
Joseph & Carol Dean, Hoover  
Amanda Deason, Birmingham  
Terry Delker, Fairhope  
Linda DeRocher, Birmingham  
Ilse Diasio, Rochester, Minn. 
Alice Dilbeck, Harvest  
Lynn Douglas, Birmingham  
Marva Douglas, Midfield  
Patricia Duffy, Auburn  
Fr. Raymond A. Dunmyer, Montevallo  
Dan & Brigid Dunne, 
   El Dorado Hills, Calif. 
Mary Helen Dupree, Washington, D.C. 
Larry Durham, Vestavia Hills  
Juliet Easlick, Birmingham  
Harriett Edwards, Florence  
Dana Ellis, Birmingham  
Marion Ellis, Birmingham  
Joe Elmore, Vestavia Hills  
Kaydee Erdreich-Breman, 
   Mountain Brook  
Betty Faircloth, Chipley, Fla. 
Gina Finnegan, Mobile  
Anne & Alston Fitts, Selma  
John Foote, Gulf Shores  
Kimble Forrister & Calli Patterson, 
   Montgomery 
Martha & Tom Forsee, Birmingham  
Brandon Fountain, Lexington, S.C. 

Edward & Catharine Friend, Birmingham  
Jessica Frisco 
Elaine Fuller, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Larry Gardella, Daphne  
Marilyn & Phil Garrett, Auburn  
Lanier Gartland, Birmingham  
J.C. German, Tuskegee Institute  
Bill & Betty Giardini, Huntsville  
Bob & Barbara Glaze, Birmingham  
Carolyn Gomillion & Joel Sanders, 
   Montgomery  
Debra Gordon-Hellman, Blountsville  
Marilyn Graf Sullivan, Mobile  
Gerald & Judy Grainger, Lincoln  
Gwendolyn Gray, Montgomery  
Joyce Greathouse, Irondale  
Mark Greenberg, Chevy Chase, Md. 
Paul E. Grisham, Opelika  
Philip & Edah Grover, Mountain Brook  
Carol Gundlach, Shorter  
Tony Gunter, Boaz  
Ruth Gynther, Auburn  
Dollie Hambrick, Montgomery  
Susan Pace Hamill, Tuscaloosa  
John Hardin, Auburn  
Louise & Travis Hardin, Meridianville  
Presdelane Harris, Montgomery  
Maura Hasenfuss 
Martha Hastings, Birmingham  
Martha Hayes, Pasadena, Calif. 
Dale & Alan Head, Birmingham  
Claudia Hendley, West Blocton  
Michael Henshaw, Double Springs  
Michael & Lisa Higginbotham, 
   Birmingham  
Lawton & Nancy Higgs, Hueytown  
Carl Hill, Auburn 
James O. Hill, Birmingham  
Chrissie Hines & Matthew Coughlin, 
   Fairhope  
Jerry & Gerritt Hinnen, Northport  
Laurel Hitchcock, Birmingham  
Pam Hitchcock, Montgomery  
Doug Hoffman, Birmingham  
Joanna Hoit, Auburn  
Holland Hopson, Tuscaloosa  
Cynthia Howard, Andalusia  
Steve & Harriet Hubbard, Andalusia  
Della Huber, New York, N.Y. 
Phillip & Harriette Huckaby, 
   Birmingham  
Richard Huckaby, Prattville  
Harriette Huggins, Auburn  
Dorothy Dale Hughes, Fairhope  
Carolyn Hunter, Opelika  
Elizabeth Hyde, Huntsville  
Pat Ivie & Robert Varley, Mobile 
Nancy Jackson, Blountsville 

[Turn to Page 4] 

Thank you for your support!  
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Stewart A. Jackson, Birmingham  
Kay Jacoby, Montgomery  
Frank & Jothany James, Birmingham  
Frannie James, Tuscaloosa  
Matthew Jarrett, Tuscaloosa  
Stan & Gracie Johnson, Birmingham  
Danny Jones, Montgomery  
Joseph & Frances Jones, Huntsville  
Rebecca Harbor Jones, Madison  
Jonnie Justice, Collinsville  
Willemijn Keizer, Montgomery  
Lewis Kennedy, Altoona  
Anne Kerr, Anniston  
Jim & Jan Kimble, Birmingham  
Kathy King, Montevallo  
Twila Kirkland, Seale  
Cookie Knott, Titus  
J.L. Knott, Birmingham  
Brad Korb, Huntsville  
Wiebke Kuhn, Auburn  
Annie Kynard-Hackworth, Alabaster  
Jim & Faye Lacefield, Tuscumbia  
Joyce Lanning, Birmingham  
Sandra & Stanley Lawler, Birmingham  
Marilyn Lee, Florence  
James Lester, Montgomery  
Peter Levins, Dadeville  
Maddy Lewis, Huntsville  
George & Betty Likis, Birmingham  
Margaret & Loyd Little, Huntsville  
Elijah Lofgren, Montgomery  
Don Long, Birmingham  
John & Sandra Lott, Montevallo  
Cindy Lowry, Birmingham  
Samye Luquire, Tuscaloosa  
R.G. Lyons, Birmingham  
Wallace Lyons, Centre  
Suzanne Martin, Birmingham  
Marjorie Masterson, Huntsville  
Roger McCullough & Bobby Cardwell, 
   Columbiana  
Sarah McElroy, Helena  
Kathy McMullen, Birmingham  
Molly Merkle, Birmingham  
Anna Miller, Fairhope  
Timothy Miller, Huntsville  
Brad & Margie Moody, Montgomery  
Gary Moore, Fairhope  
Mary Virginia Moore, Auburn  
Martha Morgan, Cottondale  
Cheryl Moyer, Montgomery  
Gary Mullen, Auburn  
Emily Myers, Auburn  
David Nelson, Spanish Fort  
Gina Nemirofsky 
Claude & Kate Nielsen, Mountain Brook  
Sarah Norvilas 
Mary Oakley, Dothan  

Michael Oakley, Clayton  
John Olsen, Montgomery  
Caroline Page, Tanner  
George & Alice Paris, Tuskegee  
Mellie Parrish, Lineville  
Martha Jane Patton, Birmingham  
Valerie Peake, Birmingham  
Mary Elizabeth & Wade Perry, Mobile  
Brian Petro-Roy 
Jerolyn Phillips, Vestavia Hills  
Morgan & Peggy Ponder, Birmingham  
Mac & Douglass Porter, Montgomery  
Mary Porter, Birmingham 
Mary Lynn Porter, Dadeville 
Jackie Posey, Town Creek  
Hiram J. Powell, Auburn  
Ruth Ann Powers, Phenix City  
Jan Pruitt, Magnolia Springs  
Ria & Ed Pulles, Huntsville  
Joseph Raines, Alabaster  
John Rainey, Kinston  
Amelie Ratliff, Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Marsha Raulerson, Brewton  
Bob & Helen Renner, Fairhope  
Thomas Rigell, Auburn  
Mary Riordan, Mobile  

Helen Rivas, Birmingham  
Carol Roach, Hampton Cove  
Teresa Rodriguez, Auburn  
Kimberly Rogers, Birmingham  
Conrad & Janice Ross, Auburn  
Joyce Rothschild, Auburn  
Ava Rozelle, Lincoln  
Isabel & Sigfredo Rubio, Birmingham  
Nancy Sales, Birmingham  
Peggy Sand, Silver Spring, Md. 
John & Pollie Sandy, Huntsville  
Barbara Saurer & Brad White, 
   Homewood  
John Saye, Auburn  
Carol Schulz & Bob Greene, Birmingham  
Kristina Scott, Homewood  
Bobby & Sandra Segall, Montgomery  
J. Wayne Sellers, Northport  
Sylvia Sheffield, Alabaster  
Jack Shelton, Westover  
Anita Sherman, Montgomery  
Ruthie Sherrill, Tuscaloosa  
Dorothy Shippen, Prattville  
Christine Shumock, Auburn  
Catherine Skean 

Leonette Slay, Hoover  
Brenda Smith, Birmingham  
Kay Smith, Hoover  
Lester Smith, Montgomery  
Mark Smith, Birmingham  
Frances Snyder, Tuscaloosa  
Gwen Snyder & Phillip Strniste, Fairhope  
Freya Sonenstein, Fairhope  
Debbie & Chris Soniat, Vestavia Hills  
Henrietta Speaks, Hoover  
Jim Spearman, Sulligent  
Robert H. Spencer, Tuscaloosa  
Joyce Spielberger, Birmingham  
Lu Stand & James Gravois, 
   New Orleans, La. 
Keith States, Huntsville  
Jim & Patricia Steelman, Birmingham  
David & Deborah Stegall, Homewood  
Sally & Glenn Stephenson, Fairhope  
Beth Stewart, Birmingham  
Nancy Stewart, Anniston  
Micki Beth Stiller, Montgomery  
David Stout, Montgomery  
Catie Strickland, Troy  
Sam Sullins, Huntsville  
Lawrence Toups, Birmingham  
Gordon & Anna Trawick, Montgomery  
James & Wendy Tucker, Tuscaloosa  
Rick & Nancy Turpen, Vestavia Hills  
Mamie Van Dyke, Hoover  
Jim Vickrey, Montgomery  
Connie Wagnon, Birmingham  
Stephen Wallace, Birmingham  
Gerald & Carol Wheelock, Huntsville  
Cathy Whelton, Mobile  
David & Christina White, Wetumpka  
John Whitworth, Notasulga  
Lorna Wiggins, Auburn  
Ronald Williams, Birmingham  
Penny Williamson, Hoover  
Ray & Freda Winegar, Arley  
Emily Winslett, Tuscaloosa  
Carol & Ralph Womer, Auburn  
Sara Wood, Montgomery  
Debra & Douglas Wright, Florence  
Eleanor Wright, Birmingham  
Carole B. Zugazaga, Auburn  
 

Stephens Foundation, Birmingham  
 

In honor of Dr. Laurie Weil & Dr. Tom Wool: 
Bob & Lynn Beshear, Montgomery 
 

In honor of Carol & Jay Johnson, Timothy Rooks 
& Terra Mortensen: 
April Hall, Irondale 
 

In honor of Bill Giardini, Faye & Francis Walter, 
& Jane & Burt Williams: 
Freya & Loch Neely, Huntsville 
 

In honor of Anita Sherman: 
Annette Reid, Tucson, Ariz. 

Donor list 
[Continued from Page 3] 

This list is long.      
Let’s make it longer! 

 

Help us keep our movement for a 
better Alabama growing. Ask your 
friends to visit arisecitizens.org and 
click “Donate Now” to join Arise! 
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By Jim Carnes, policy director, and          
Chris Sanders, communications director 
 
This year could be the calm before 
an impending budgetary storm in 
Alabama. Debates over the General 
Fund (GF) and Education Trust Fund 
(ETF) budgets for 2019 are likely to be 
far less contentious than usual. One big 
factor is that the GF will carry forward 
$129 million into 2019, enough to cover 
most of the requested increases for 
Medicaid, corrections and mental health 
care. Congress’ decision to continue full 
federal funding of ALL Kids in 2019 
also will save Alabama $53.6 million that 
the state would have had to provide to 
maintain coverage. (See Page 2.) 
 
But another year of delay won’t solve 
Alabama’s deeply rooted budgetary 
problems. The GF receives revenues 
from a hodgepodge of sources, most of 
which grow slowly even in good times. 
That leaves the budget with a long-term 
structural deficit, meaning revenue 
growth is not strong enough to keep 
pace with ordinary cost growth for   
services like Medicaid, corrections and 
mental health care. And though ETF 
funding will be up again next year, state 
support for education in Alabama still 
will be below its inflation-adjusted level 
in 2008, before the Great Recession. 
 

Work requirements, higher     
copays may loom for Medicaid 

 
Alabama may try to increase copays 
and impose work requirements for 
some Medicaid enrollees this year. 
Those moves would limit access to the 
health care that many enrollees need to 
stay in the workforce while doing little 
to increase employment. Even so, work 
requirements are gaining traction: A 
Senate committee on Jan. 24 approved 
SB 140, sponsored by Sen. Arthur Orr, 
R-Decatur, which would require       
Alabama to seek a federal Medicaid 
waiver for “the firmest but nonetheless 
most reasonable work requirements  
allowed.” (See the box at right.)  

Arise will seek to minimize the harm 
from any Medicaid copay or work 
requirement proposals. Alabama soon 
will request a federal waiver to impose a 
work requirement for enrollees in the 
“Parent and Other Caretaker Relative” 
category, state Medicaid Commissioner 
Stephanie Azar said during state budget 
hearings on Jan. 4. That group includes 
about 75,000 of the roughly 1 million 
Alabamians with Medicaid coverage. 
Caretaker responsibilities, disabilities 
and other factors preclude many of 
them from working. On an encouraging 
note, Azar highlighted the importance 
of an “exclusion list” of circumstances 
that would exempt many members of 
this group from the requirement. 
 
Azar’s discussion of higher Medicaid 
copays was far less robust. She noted 
that federal law would limit them to no 
more than 5 percent of a household’s 
annual income. Azar also said it remains 
unclear whether it would cost the state 
more to implement such a program than 
it would raise in return. 
 
Medicaid has good financial news, 
but it won’t last long. The agency has 
$53 million to carry forward into 2019 
because prescription drug costs were 
lower than expected. Medicaid received 
$701 million from the GF’s ongoing 
revenues last year, plus $105 million of 
one-time money from the state’s share 
of the BP oil spill settlement. Medicaid 
would receive $755 million from the GF 
under Gov. Kay Ivey’s proposed 2019 
budget – 6 percent less than its total GF 
allocation last year, but 8 percent more 
than it got out of ongoing revenues. 
 
Medicaid provides health coverage 
for one in five Alabamians, most of 
whom are children, seniors, or peo-
ple with disabilities. About 70 percent 
of its funding in Alabama is federal. The 
rest comes from the GF (11 percent) 
and other state sources like provider 
taxes on hospitals, nursing homes and 
pharmacies (19 percent). 

[Turn to Page 6] 

Four reasons to oppose 
work requirements for        

Alabama Medicaid: 
 

(1) The vast majority of enrollees 
are children or otherwise exempt. 
Medicaid covers about 1 million  
Alabamians (roughly one in every 
five people in the state), and most of 
them are children. Almost all of the 
rest are seniors, pregnant women, or 
people with disabilities who would be     
exempt from work requirements. 
Only about 7.5 percent of enrollees – 
roughly 75,000 people in the “parent 
and other caretaker relative” category 
– could be subject to a requirement. 
 

(2) Many Alabamians who would 
face work requirements have    
serious barriers to employment. 
Nearly 90 percent of the 75,000   
parents and caretakers covered by 
Alabama Medicaid are women. Many 
are going to school or caring for 
young children at home. Medicaid 
work requirements would not make 
child care, transportation or job 
training more accessible for them. 
 
(3) Adults who lose Medicaid 
would fall into the coverage gap. 
Most states seeking to impose work 
requirements have expanded      
Medicaid for working-age adults. But 
Alabama hasn’t. About 300,000   
Alabama adults are caught in a     
coverage gap. They earn too much 
for Medicaid but too little to receive 
subsidies for Marketplace coverage. 
 

(4) Work requirements would   
create a catch-22 for people in 
poverty. Alabama parents can’t  
qualify for Medicaid if their income 
is above 18 percent of the poverty 
line. Someone working just 20 hours 
a week at minimum wage earns too 
much to qualify for Medicaid in   
Alabama. It’s unfair to require people 
to work to keep health coverage,  
only to take it away when they do. 

CHIP renewal removes major stumbling block for General Fund 

Key budget issues: Medicaid limits, prison health care 
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Medicaid reform efforts will continue  
despite the end of the regional care 
organization (RCO) initiative in July 
2017. Azar discussed an “RCO pivot,” 
which will build on existing care      
management initiatives known as  
“health homes.” Health homes seek to 
cut costs and keep patients healthier by 
using primary care doctors to coordinate    
enrollees’ health care. Alabama Medicaid 
has operated health homes since three 
regional pilot projects launched in 2010. 
Arise is committed to ensuring strong 
consumer oversight and community  
engagement in whatever shape the new 
Medicaid reforms take. 
 

Lawsuit to force investment       
in mental health care in prisons 

 
Mental health care services in       
Alabama prisons are “horrendously 
inadequate,” a federal judge ruled last 
summer. That led to an order for the 
state to solve the chronic understaffing 
in its prisons, particularly among       
corrections officers and mental health 
professionals. Ivey’s budget proposal 
would provide the Department of    

Corrections with an extra $80 million in 
GF support over the next two years to 
help address those issues. 
 
Staffing in Alabama’s prison system 
is at only half of its expected level, 
Corrections Commissioner Jeff Dunn 
said on Jan. 4. In some facilities, that 
number is as low as 30 percent, he said. 
Sentencing reforms have helped cut the 
state’s prison overcrowding from       
190 percent of designed capacity to    
160 percent in recent years. But         
Alabama still has the country’s “highest 
overcrowding percentage,” Dunn said. 
 

Education funding up but        
still lower than a decade ago 

 
Alabama’s education funding next 
year will remain well below its       
inflation-adjusted level from 2008. 
The ETF funding cap for 2019 will be 
$6.6 billion. That is $216 million, or     
3.4 percent, higher than this year’s    
allocations. The Rolling Reserve Act sets 
the cap annually based on a moving  
average of the previous 15 years of ETF 
revenues. Ivey’s proposed ETF and GF 
budgets would provide cost-of-living 
raises for both education employees and 
state employees. 

State budgets 
[Continued from Page 5] 

 

Arise staff members and interns were among the hundreds of Alabamians who took part in the Women’s March 
in Montgomery on Jan. 20. It was one of hundreds of similar marches held across the country. Pictured above are 
policy analyst Carol Gundlach (bottom left); policy director Jim Carnes and his wife, Erin Kellen; executive 
director Kimble Forrister and his wife, Calli Patterson; and Heather Jones, associate minister at Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church in Montgomery. Pictured at right are Arise interns Brittany Humphrey and Amy Dennis. 

Arise staffers hit the streets for the Women’s March 

By Chris Sanders, communications director 
 

Public transportation in Alabama 
took a big step forward on Jan. 25 
when the Senate voted 26-0 to create 
a state Public Transportation Trust 
Fund. SB 85, sponsored by Sen. 
Rodger Smitherman, D-Birmingham, 
moves to the House. A House    
committee already approved a similar 
bill: HB 10, sponsored by Rep. Jack 
Williams, R-Vestavia Hills. 
 

Alabama is one of five states with 
no state public transportation 
funding. As a result, the state leaves 
tens of millions of dollars of federal 
matching funds on the table every 
year. Lack of investment in public 
transportation makes it harder for 
thousands of Alabamians to meet 
basic needs like getting to work or 
the doctor’s office. It also is a barrier 
to economic development. SB 85 and 
HB 10 would not provide state   
public transportation funding, but 
they would create a landing place for 
any future appropriations. 

Early success 
on public transit 


